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FROM DIRECTOR'S DESK

It gives me immense pleasure to look back on the
consistency in the performance of the Institute in terms of
publications and generation of external cash flow during
4 the last five years. Several new projects are being taken up
2 by the Institute with the collaboration of various foreign
 scientific organizations in key areas such as Seismology,
Satellite Geophysics and Enhanced Oil Recovery, which are

not only vital for the industry but also for the protection of

the environment.

In order to highlight these significant achievements,
it was decided to bring a Quarterly Newsletter viz., NGRINEWS LETTER from January 2009 onwards. | wish that this
Newsletter will play a vital role in popularizing the activities of NGRI throughout the country, particularly among the
scientific and student fraternity. By chronicling the major events and programmes at NGRI, we hope to project the
growing importance of earth sciences and generate awareness and interest among budding Earth Scientists. | hope

this first Issue sets the trend for a successful series.

New Year Lecture

The Year 2009 started with the “New Year Lecture” by Prof. Harsh K. Gupta, former Director, NGRI and
former Secretary, DoD on the topic “Investing in Geosciences to secure the future”. In his lecture, Prof. Gupta
emphasised on the increasing importance of geosciences in the country during the 21* century in general and what
needs to be done for its healthy sustenance in particular. He brought out the glimpses of the achievements in the
recent years in the field of Gas Hydrates, Low Temperature Thermal Desalination and the recently installed Tsunami
and Storm Surge Warning Centre and on the very important topic of estimating the likely time period during which

aftershocks with the magnitude >5 could continue after a major earthquake.
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Participation in Antarctic Expedition

Shri A. Nageswara Rao, Technical Officer, NGRI left for
Antarctica as a member of the 28" Indian Scientific Expedition on
January 1%, 2009. He would be conducting Seismological and ~—
GPS studies upto March 2010. Mr. Rao has earlier visited the icy

continent and stayed for more thanayear.

ISCA Young Scientist Award

Dr. Nimisha Vedanti, Scientist, NGRI received the
prestigious Young Scientist Award of Indian Science Congress
Association in the field of Earth System Science. The award was
presented by the eminent Scientist Prof. M.S. Swaminathan at
the 96" National Science Congress held at North Eastern Hill
University, Shillong on January 3, 2009.

Dr. Nimisha is presently associated with a project on
enhanced oil recovery and carbon sequestration with Norwegian

collaboration.

MOU between NGRI and POWER GRID Corporation

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed on
[2th January, 2009 between National Geophysical
Research Institute (NGRI), Hyderabad, and Power Grid
Corporation of India Ltd. (POWERGRID), Gurgaon, to
collaborate in the area of geophysical investigations of
i Earth Electrode Station sites for HVDC transmission
' _.5 schemes of POWERGRID covering its operations in India

and abroad under various consultancy packages.

16" Annual Indian Geological Congress

A National Seminar on “Climate Change and Role of Geoscientific Community to counter its impact” was held
at NGRI during February 2-4, 2009 by Indian Geological Congress, Roorkee. More than 200 delegates from India and

abroad attended this seminar.

Dr. Shailesh Nayak, Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of Earth Sciences inaugurated the seminar
and Dr. R.K. Pachauri, Director General, TERI, delivered a keynote address on global climate change. ShriD.K. Pande,
Director (Exploration) ONGC and President of IGC presided over the Inaugural function. In his presidential address,
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